EARLY RECORDS

Comparison of early records with orthographical changes noted in Baptism, Marriage and Burial Registers, reveal that the surname ARGUILE is a variant of ARGILE, ARGAL, ARGIL, ORGIL and similar cognomina which stem from the Old French ORGUEL, meaning 'PRIDE'.

(P.H. Reaney: THE ORIGIN OF ENGLISH SURNAMES)

Once each person was known by a single (given) name which, to avoid confusion of identity with others so named, was often linked with the name of the town, village or locality where he lived (e.g. JOHN DE HASTINGS), or his occupation (e.g. ROGER WEAVER), or some personal characteristic. Thus a man named WILLIAM who was notorious for his personal pride, or played the part of Pride in a medieval pageant or mystery play, might become generally known as WILLIAM ORGUEIL (William the Proud). In course of time such cognomina became hereditary and ceased to have any direct reference to the bearer's place of origin, occupation, or personal characteristics.

The following early records of people bearing surnames derived from ORGUEL are preserved in the Public Records Office, Guildhall, London.

(B.R. Masters: Deputy Keeper of the Records, 20th June 1973)

EDMUND L'ORGIL, Ca. 1198 -1211

Appears as a signatory on a Grant-in-Fee awarded by the Hospital of St. Bartholomew of property in the Parish of St. Nicholas Shambles.

(Early Charters of St.Paul's: No. 266: Camden 3rd Series, 1939, copy on page 2 of this record)

WALTER ORGOUYL, 1297

Appears in the Minister's Accounts of the Earldom of Cornwall. (Camden 3rd Series, 1942-5 Page 66 & 68)

GERARD ORGAL (variously named ORGOYL, ORGUL, ORGOIL)

Appears (A) in the Calendar of Early Mayors Court Rolls (Ed. Dr. A.H. Thomas) as Follows:

1300 as an arbitrator in a case concerning wine (page 101)

1305 Bernard de la Rochele admits that he has charge of Orgoyl's wife and wines while Gerard is abroad. (page 168)

1305 William de Ponte acknowledges receipt of £9-10s from Gerard Orgul (page 176)

Appears (B) in the Calendar of Letter Book D - Proceedings of the London Civic Authorities from Ca. 1309 - 1314 (Ed. Dr. R.R. Sharpe, 1902) as Follows:

1309 on 1st November Gerard Orgoil acts as surety for Peter Caban, merchant of Gascony (page 36)

1310 on 5th May Richard, son of Simon de Theydengernoun, Co. Essex, comes before the chamberlain to acknowledge himself apprenticed to Gerard Orgoil for a term of 7 years from the previous Easter, and pays 2s.6d for ingress (page 143).

EARLY CHARTERS OF ST. PAUL'S
Grant in Fee by the Hospital of St. Bartholomew to RICHARD, son of ROBERT, of property in the parish of St. Nicholas:

To the faithful in Christ to whom these presents are addressed, STEPHEN, Procurator of the Hospital of St. Bartholomew, London, and all the brethren of the same greet you.

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL MEN that, with the approval of the former Head and Assembly of the Church of St. Bartholomew in the same place, we have granted and transferred to RICHARD son of ROBERST PARMENTER(?) and have ratified the same in our present Charter, two portions of our property which lie between the property of PENTECOST son of FROMUNDUS, and that of HUGO le SCALDUR, near the market place in the parish of St. Nicholas.

One property was given to us and our house in unconditional and perpetual tenure(?) by our brother JEREMIAH VIE; the other was given to us and our house in unconditional and perpetual tenure(?) by our brother priest HERBERT, and his MOTHER, our sister.

Of course, whatever soil, timber, minerals and anything else we possessed in those properties, passes unconditionally from us and our house into the possession of the same RICHARD and his HEIRS to be held by him in feudal inheritance freely, peacefully and entirely until death.

IN RETURN FOR THIS SERVITUDE and by way of payment for everything, he is to pay us TWO MARKS ANNUALLY on four dates of the year, namely: HALF A MARK not later than (octabas?) Easter; HALF A MARK not later than (octabas?) the advent of St. John the Baptist; HALF A MARK not later than Christmas, without any fixed time of (miskenningia?). Therefore in return for the afore-mentioned servitude, namely, TWO MARKS ANNUALLY payable at the times stated,

WE AND OUR SUCCESSORS will guarantee these properties against all comers to RICHARD and his HEIRS for as long as they live.

Wherefore in return for this grant, ratified and guaranteed in our present Charter, the afore-mentioned RICHARD has given us FIVE POUNDS in full payment.

WITNESSED BY:

THOMAS, priest of St.Nicholas,
RICHARD BAILEY

THOMAS, son of John the Alderman
ANDREW BLUND

SEPHEN, son of Toki
GODFREY BLUND

PETER, adopted son of Jocelyn of Cornhill
ELI of Cornhill

ROBERT of Edelmeton,
WILLIAM, his grandson

REGINALD the goldsmith
PENTECOST, son of Fromundus

HENRY, son of Robert
SYMON (Parmentario?)

WILLIAM YREIS
WILLIAM LORIMER

WILLIAM of St. Edmund's
WALTER BULLIG

ROGER PALMER
EDMUND L'ORGIL

ROGER DE __________? (Bocuiuint)
ROBERT the Clerk

NICHOLAS CRACDOC
WILLIAM, our adopted brother

STEPHEN the goldsmith


(Translation by H. Arguile, East London, South Africa)

